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ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE

The sounds of a country fiddle keep time for the
dancers' fancy footwork at the performance of
"American Footsteps" by Pat Cannon's Foot & Fiddle
Dance Company. These hand-clapping tunes of
the southern Appalachian Mountains will
accompany the dancers as they swing
their partners in a O, variety of rural
American square dances, clogging
and tap dancing. Their costumes
are brightly colored and influenced
by cowboy styles of the Old
West. The men wear
western shirts and pants with
bolo ties or scarves. The
women wear full dresses
with petticoats and
pettipants. Listen for the
strong rhythms emphasized
by the taps on their shoes. You
will be invited to learn the
rhythmic clapping and body
slapping pattern called a
"hambone," and to sing along with
the performers.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?
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THE ROOTS OF
COUNTRY MUSIC

Many of the country dances, and
much of the music and rhythms
have their roots in the music and
dance brought to rural America
by immigrants from Ireland and
Scotland. These were influenced
by the rhythms of African and
Native American dancing until
country music and dance
developed a unique style of its
own.

ACTIVITY: Ask your parents
and grandparents what kind of
dances were popular when they
were growing up. Did they bring
dances from their own country to
America? Did those dances
change? Can they teach you one
of their dances? What kind of
music do you like to dance to?
Discuss these with your teacher
and classmates.
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